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Dear Reader,

Two weeks ago, the second session of the 
Executive Board for the year 2021 ended. Today, 
we go back to two days of meetings to provide 
you, in a nutshell, with the top things to remember. 
Chief amongst these, the approval of the work 
programme and budget for 2022. For those of you 
looking for a more comprehensive coverage, we 
provide links to the Daily Journal for Day 1 and Day 
2.

This week, we also travel to the Old City of 
Jerusalem to explore how a historic site has been 
preserved, rehabilitated, and brought to the 21st 
century to serve sustainable urban management 
and enhance the living conditions of local 
Palestinians.

Finally, don’t miss out on the few farewell messages 
— some poetic — by colleagues, and connect before 
they’re gone!

Happy Reading,

Rachad Nassar 
Editor

Editor’s note News roundup
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Did you know?

UN-Habitat helps unlock the hidden 
potential of Kenya’s refugee camps through 
regeneration  
(ReliefWeb)

Flood-resistant floating city to be built in 
South Korea  
(Cities Today)

Mohammed bin Rashid Initiative for Global 
Prosperity and UN-Habitat launch Decade 
of Action Challenge to promote sustainable 
urbanization 
(Al-Ahram)

UN Habitat conducts waste mapping study 
(The New Indian Express)

UN Habitat presents the Comprehensive 
Strategy for Adequate Housing and 
Sustainable Urbanization of the State of 
Coahuila 
(UN Mexico)

Programme gives young girls the space to 
dream 
(Fourways Review)

UN-Habitat Executive Director visits 
Cartagena 
(El Tiempo)

Bogotá signs Memorandum of Intent with 
UN-Habitat 
(bogota.gov.co)
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https://bogota.gov.co/mi-ciudad/habitat/bogota-suscribio-memorando-de-intencion-con-onu-habitat


From 15 to 16 November 2021, 
the Executive Board of UN-Habitat 
held its second session for the year 
2021. This was first the first time 
the Executive Board held a hybrid 
meeting since November 2019 
with 100 delegates participating 
in person at UNON, and others 
participating virtually. The Executive 
Board conducted its business 
smoothly — not least thanks to the 
support of all UN-Habitat colleagues 
involved. Among the outcomes of 
the session, three decisions were 
adopted, including approval of the 
work programme and budget for 
2022. Throwback to two days of 
deliberations.

Takeaways from 
the November 2021 
Executive Board 
session

First things first: our Executive Board approved the 
annual work programme and budget of UN-Habitat 
for 2022 and recommended that the budget for 
Foundation non-earmarked contributions for 2023 

be in line with the Executive Director’s recommended 
budget of USD 12 million. The ad hoc working group on 
programmatic, budgetary and administrative matters will 
continue discussions on this. 

Now, if you’re looking for more details — including remarks 
by the UNON Director-General, the President of the UN-
Habitat Assembly, and Kenya’s Head of Delegation — you 
can browse the full deliberations of the session in the Daily 
Journal (Day 1 and Day 2). Otherwise, here’s what else 
happened, in short.

FEATURE STORY

Finance, restructuring, and staff 
composition
The Executive Board discussed the financial 
and staffing status of UN-Habitat and was 
given information on the ongoing restructuring 
process. The message was clear: current austerity 
measures offer little flexibility for hiring, and there 
is a significant shortfall in contributions from 
Member States to support implementation of core 
activities.
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https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2021/11/hsp-eb-2021-crp5_-rev3_1.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2021/11/hsp-eb-2021-crp5_-rev3_1.pdf
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Implementation of the Strategic 
Plan for the period 2020–2023

Our core messages to the Executive Board:

 � The 2020 Annual Report on the implementation 
of the 2020-2023 Strategic Plan demonstrates 
the need for an even more integrated way of 
working across our four domains of change 
and the strengthening of linkages between 
operational and normative activities. The 
full roll-out of the results framework with 64 
core indicators will enhance our capacity 
to strategically steer the implementation 
of activities for the remaining period of the 
Strategic Plan 2020-2023 and beyond.

 � UN-Habitat proposes using three lenses to guide 
the recalibration of the Strategic Plan, which 
will allow the Programme’s support to Member 
States to be adjusted and strengthened. The 
recalibration of the Strategic Plan will help UN-
Habitat rebalance investments and establish 
a better connection to knowledge, assets, and 
capacities.

 � The analysis of linkages between UN-Habitat’s 
operational and normative activities offers a 
new approach to increasing impact in support of 
sustainable and inclusive recovery. This is done 
by integrating programming across thematic 
areas at the country and headquarter levels, 
and by ensuring cross-cutting achievements in 
climate action.

The Executive Board welcomed the proposed 
adjustment of the Strategic Plan 2020-2023 but 
cautioned on the reduction of its outcome areas while 
highlighting the need to ensure the cross-cutting 
integration of gender and climate dimensions in all 
activities. Several Member States requested more 
information on the recalibration of programming and 
implications for the implementation of the 2022 draft 
work programme and budget.
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Normative and operational activities

UN-Habitat presented to the Executive Board three 
distinct entry points to exploring the normative and 
operational activities of UN-Habitat:

 � Sustainable Development Goals localization, 
including through voluntary local reviews and the 
Sustainable Development Goals Cities (SDG Cities) 
flagship programme — both illustrating how the 
implementation of the Goals has improved thanks 
to better data and knowledge tools that help 
accelerate development efforts at the local level.

 � Our normative guidance and advocacy on 
housing policy and priorities, using the example 
of Europe.

 � The work being done globally on migration and 
displacement which is guiding United Nations 
system-wide efforts on the humanitarian-
development-peace nexus, as well as leveraging 
partnerships and integrated responses to crises.

We also briefed the Executive Board on the terms 
of reference of a mechanism for the review of the 
implementation of the United Nations System-wide 
Guidelines on Safer Cities and Human Settlements 
— which the Board approved — as well as on our 
cooperation with UNEP. Our efforts on our various 
normative and operational activities were commended 
and we were encouraged to further strengthen our 
collaboration with UNEP in particular on climate action 
and improved urban environment.

3
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Effectiveness of the oversight 
functions of the Executive Board 
pursuant to its working methods, 
ensuring congruence with the 
other UN-Habitat Governing 
Bodies
The Executive Board discussed its working 
methods for achieving greater efficiency in the 
implementation of its mandate. Following the 
session, a survey will be conducted to evaluate 
the session’s effectiveness to further improve the 
process and outcome of future sessions, and allow 
further discussions at the next meeting of the 
Executive Board in March 2022.

High-level meeting to 
assess progress in the 
implementation of the New 
Urban Agenda
The high-level meeting (HLM) on the 
implementation of the New Urban Agenda 
— a one-day high-level meeting convened 
by the President of the General Assembly 
in collaboration with UN-Habitat — will 
take place on 28 April 2022 in New York. 
The main input to the HLM will be the 
Secretary-General’s Quadrennial Report 
on the Implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda. Each of the five Regional Economic 
Commissions will transmit reports adopted 
by Member States at the respective Regional 
Forums for Sustainable Development taking 
place in March 2022. The HLM will offer 
an opportunity for Member States to take 
stock and identify ways to revitalize the 
implementation of the New Urban Agenda.

The Executive Board invited all Member 
States to prepare and submit their national 
reports on the implementation of the New 
Urban Agenda. Several Member States 
consider the HLM an opportunity to present 
a compelling narrative on the progress in the 
implementation of the New Urban Agenda, 
strengthen the mandate and the role of UN-
Habitat, and increase UN-Habitat’s resources.

Coming up next
We’ve said it before: the end of a session of the Executive Board means the start of 
another. The next session of the Executive Board is planned from 29 to 31 March 

2022. Member States will among others be expected to discuss the draft work 
programme and draft budget for the year 2023. 

Thank you for your help in organizing this session — see you at the next!

4
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Decisions
The Executive Board adopted three decisions which 
can be found here. 

6
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This second phase of the renovation of the Dar Al-
Consul complex brings a new life to ruins from the 
Roman, Byzantine, Late Islamic, and Mamluk times. 
They are now ready to host activities of the 21st 

century. This concerns notably the tourism, IT, and media 
center, an education and professional innovation space, and a 
Culinary and Food Experience space. In the first few months 
of operation, more than 1,000 individuals have benefited 
from the services provided under those three programmes. 
Over 40 undergraduate and graduate students from Al-Quds 
University were also provided an opportunity to engage in the 
rehabilitation works and operational components in the form 
of on-the-job-training and capacity development.

“The historic sites in Palestine are not only important for 
their cultural and heritage values — some of which already 
designated as World Heritage — but also for their promising 
social and economic potential”, said EU Representative Sven 
Kühn von Burgsdorff.

The European Union invested in the rehabilitation of the 
Complex to turn it into an educational, technological, and 
community hub. The space benefits not only young people 

but also the Old City community as a whole, allowing them to 
build up their professional skills, exchange ideas, and share 
aspirations — while preserving the Palestinian identity of the 
city.

For this project, UN-Habitat focused on enhancing the living 
conditions and improving livelihood opportunities for local 
Palestinians. The aim was to preserve, rehabilitate, and 
renovate the local heritage site to maximize sustainable urban 
management through community engagement — especially 
the youth. This was accomplished by leveraging Dar Al-
Consul’s unique historical, architectural, and archaeological 
features to meet modern, eco-friendly, and greenery 
approaches in support of sustainable development in the 
Old City of Jerusalem. “We look forward to deepening our 
collaboration with the European Union to further support 
similar interventions in East Jerusalem and the rest of the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory,” said Dr. Zeyad Elshakra, UN-
Habitat Head of Country Programme.

Greatly influenced by Dar Al-Consul’s role as a historic, civic, 
and commercial hub, the long-term vision for Dar Al-Consul 
incorporates a sustainable model that combines economic 
and urban development with the aim of empowering 
Jerusalemites, as well as enhancing mobility and investment 
in the old city of Jerusalem.  
 

On 9 November, UN-Habitat along with partners including 
the European Union, Custody of the Holy Land, and Al-Quds 
University inaugurated the newly rehabilitated Dar Al-Consul 
complex in the heart of the Old City of Jerusalem. The eight-
year, EU-backed EUR 4.23 million project resulted in the 
rehabilitation of 36 residential units, 5 community courtyards, 
and a ground floor area of more than 1,200 square meters 
which will serve as a community space in the Old City of 
Jerusalem.

SUCCESS STORY

Dar Al-Consul: From ancient ruins 
to modern Palestinian youth hub

JORDAN

EGYPT

SYRIAN ARAB
REPUBLIC

LEBANON

Gaza

West
Bank

Jerusalem

Mediterranean
Sea

For this project, UN-Habitat focused 
on enhancing the living conditions and 
improving livelihood opportunities for 
local Palestinians. 

Nigeria

Watch the video on YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l51DjXcE32k


STAFF NEWS

Judith Oginga
Associate Programme Management 
Officer
Global Reports and Trends Unit
judith.oginga@un.org 

Obaa Yaa Aninwaa Anin-Yeboah
Intern
Urban Basic Services Section
obaa.anin-yeboah@un.org 

Timothy Otieno
Intern 
External Relations, Donor Relations and 
Strategic Resource Partnerships
timothy.otieno@un.org

New colleagues

Departing colleagues

A world that is leaving and another that is coming, the 
two merge and become time and history. They are 
future and memory. 

A 25-year journey where I found ports, seas, storms and 
serenity.

I was part of the best worlds and the most varied agendas.

I was figures, words, letters and concepts, and also photos and 
images.

I was seed, roots, branches and fruits, and a simple tree of the 
garden.

A freedom that is dressed in different clothes and at each 
stage of life has always been very pleasant.

A journey that does not exhaust its path and calls for 
remembrance, while the future expands its wings and grows 
into immensity.

Eduardo Moreno 
Head 
Knowledge and Innovation Branch 
Retiring in December 
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It all started with an email from UN-Habitat to UNICEF’s Regional Director 
asking to borrow a “communications expert for one or two months” to 

develop a communications strategy. I volunteered and my baptism of fire — which 
included a communications workshop on my second day — set the pace for the 
next three and a half years.

It was a shock moving from UNICEF’s well-funded, highly visible Somalia office to 
UN-Habitat’s global shoestring operation. But the great team of experts in writing, 
editing, design, production, branding, photos, video, social media, website design 
and development, and events organization meant we could punch far above our 
weight and provided extraordinary opportunities for learning and friendship.

Heading up External Relations and Partnerships Branch this year gave me a 
valuable understanding of the close connections between communications, 
partnerships, donor relations and campaigns. I have been inspired by working 
closely with the other branches in ERSKI particularly on WUF10, the World Cities 
Report 2020, the New Urban Agenda, the High-level Political Forum, innovation, and 
COVID-19 data, as well as with colleagues in Global Solutions, regional and country 
offices, the Executive Office, SGB, Legal, and others too numerous to mention.

The Communications and Media Section has undergone a 
transformation in the past few years thanks to tireless efforts by 
the team. The revamped website features extensive multimedia 
storytelling, we engaged high-level media and UNHQ particularly 
around our COVID-19 work, our social media audiences are growing 
daily, and our vibrant publications are frequently downloaded. 
Communications was at the heart of the first UN-Habitat Assembly 
and WUF10 (including the amazing SDG circle), while Urban October 
continues to grow supported by large audiences for the Global 
Observances, the revitalized Scroll of Honour awards, and our timely 
focus this year on the climate crisis.

Communications is not limited to one section and I have really appreciated the 
work and support of the Communications focal points across the agency during 
our meetings. We now have regular exchanges with an Informal Contact Group of 
Permanent Representatives on Communications and work closely with UNHQ’s 
Global Communication Department, the UN Information Centres, several UN 
agencies, national and local governments, as well as various networks to amplify 
our stories and messages. 

I have done my utmost to ensure our public communications are relevant, accurate, 
consistent (all guides and templates are here), clear, and compelling and that staff 
write stories that their families and neighbours can understand. In addition to 
the communication strategy I was originally tasked to develop, I hope that I leave 
behind a heightened appreciation of the critical importance of communication, the 
need for everyone to plan and budget for visibility, and a commitment to keeping it 
simple.

Susannah Price 
Chief 
Communications and Media Section

STAFF NEWS

I have done my utmost to ensure 
our public communications are 
relevant, accurate, consistent 
clear, and compelling and that 
staff write stories that their 
families and neighbours can 
understand. 

© Silvia Ragoss
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https://habnet.unhabitat.org/service/communications-and-outreach
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/09/hsp-eb-2020-11-rev-1_-_draft_communication_strategy_-advance.pdf


Role
Senior 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, P5
Duty Station 
Bonn, Germany
11 December 
Apply here

Role
Senior 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, P5
Duty Station
Geneva, 
Switzerland
1 January 2022
Apply here

Role
Public 
Information 
Officer, P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
17 December
Apply here

Role
Sustainable 
Finance Intern
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
13 December
Apply here

Role
Programme 
Management 
Officer, Human 
Settlements, P4
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
10 December
Apply here

Role 
Staff Assistant, 
G5
Duty Station 
New York, US
9 December
Apply here

Role
Team Assistant, 
G4
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
7 December
Apply here

Role
Staff Assistant, 
G6
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
6 December
Apply here

Role
Assistant 
Programme 
Management 
Officer, NOA
Duty Station 
Nairobi, Kenya
3 December
Apply here

Role
Information 
Systems 
Assistant, G6
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
21 December
Apply here

Role
Driver, G2
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
24 December
Apply here

Role
Public 
Information 
Assistant, G6
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
21 December
Apply here

VACANCIES
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https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=165538&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=166151&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=166426&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=169524
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=166524&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=166799&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=167342&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=167354&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=167145&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=167597&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=166944&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=168189&Lang=en-US


Participate!
Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Advisors: Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director 
Leads: Neil Khor, Amy Wood 
Coordinator & Editor: Rachad Nassar 
Design & Layout: Denis Kimathi 
Contributors: Marie-Pia Tixier, Nour Al-Masoud

Editorial Team

All staff members, consultants, and 
interns must be provided with an 
email account and office 365 license

This is one of the ICT requirements that 
all offices, branches, and divisions need 
to budget for in order to meet minimum 
ICT requirements.

UN-Habitat’s Information and 
Communication Technology Operating 
Guidelines condenses principles on 
minimum operational ICT services 
required at UN-Habitat and budgeting 
for ICT Services at Headquarters, 
Offices Away from Headquarters, and 
Project Offices.

Access the guidelines
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